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Upcoming Events: 

   
CORD Academic Assembly - March 21-24 in Las Vegas, Nevada  

Spring Retreat March 28-30 Palm Springs Here we Come 

CalACEP Annual Legislative Leadership Conference - April 18 

  AAEM Scientific Assembly - April 21-25 in New Orleans, Louisiana 

  SAEM Annual Meeting -  May 16-19 in Austin, Texas  

Graduation Class of 2022 - June 24 

Academy Health June 24-27 Seattle, Washington 



Happy New Year to all of you!  As we usher in 2023 and leave 2022 
behind, I’m glad to say that we are finding some return to normalcy after a very 
challenging couple of years.  There are still many challenges ahead, including 
Boarding, Funds Flow, and new documentation rules, but I think we have proven 
that we are a remarkably flexible and resilient bunch, and I know that we will 
continue to grow and thrive.

 
We have added a bunch of new faculty members over the past several months, and 

more will be starting this Spring and Summer.  You’ll learn more details about our new faculty 
later in the newsletter, and you’ll see that they are an extremely talented group.  In addition to 
being excellent clinicians, they add a great deal of expertise in research, ultrasound, toxicology, 
education, and administration. 
 
            After a busy transition period, we are settling into our new four-week core medical 
student rotation for the UCLA School of Medicine.  Thanks to a lot of effort by Stephen Villa, Max 
Berger, and our entire education team, we have rolled out the rotation at 6 sites, including 
Reagan, Santa Monica, Olive View, Harbor, VA, and Bakersfield.  

We should also congratulate Dr. Natasha Wheaton.  Natasha was named the Assistant Dean 
of Curricular Affairs for the School of Medicine and began that role in December.  As part of the 
DGSOM leadership team, she will focus on building interprofessional education activities 
throughout all 4 years of medical school. 
  
And as of November 2022, Dr. Richelle Cooper (1998) became the Executive Deputy 
Editor for Annals of Emergency Medicine.  In this role, she will have even greater influence 
in shaping the leading journal of our specialty.

 
We also had a successful recruitment season for new fellows for next year, 

adding fellows in Medical Education, Administration, National Clinician Scholars Program, 
and IDHEAL/NCSP.  We’ll introduce you to them in detail in a future newsletter.
  

Craig Goolsby (2008) hit the ground running in September as the new Chief at 
Harbor-UCLA, and is already having a major impact!  
 

Many of us went to San Francisco for ACEP Scientific Assembly last Fall, and it was 
great to see so many of our alumni again in person!  
 
Again, let’s thank Richelle Cooper (1998) for putting together yet another terrific newsletter to 
let you all know what has been happening around our department and residency program.  
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Greg Hendey (1993)
Chair, UCLA Emergency Medicine  

The UCLA DEM mission is to be a global leader in Emergency Medicine by:
• Providing excellent care to all patients we serve
• Conducting leading-edge research that advances the health of our patients and community
• Training physicians to be innovative and inspiring leaders

Message from the Chair



Brittany Guest DO (2019) - Britt was born and raised in Huntington 
Beach, California.  She attended undergraduate at UC Santa Cruz, 
medical school at Rocky Vista University. She joins our Emergency 
Medicine faculty, already well-known by everyone. She completed our 
residency program in 2019 as one of our chief residents. After residency 
she completed the UCLA Access and Innovation in Medical Education 
fellowship that she helped design, working closely with another UCLA 
grad, Mel Herbert (1995), and the production crew at EM:RAP. Since 
joining the faculty at UCLA Britt is working clinically at both Reagan and 
Santa Monica. She also continues her work with EM:RAP, including 
numerous videocasts, podcasts, designing major CME conferences, and 
lecturing internationally.

Max Berger, MD, MEHP - Although Max was born in Boston, MA, he 
grew up in the South Bay in Los Angeles. He went to UCLA for college 
before going across town to USC for medical school, then to New York at 
NYU/Bellevue for EM residency, finishing in 2020 in the epicenter of 
COVID. After residency, Max came to UCLA for a 2-year Medical 
Education & Simulation Fellowship, while also completing a Master's in 
Education from Johns Hopkins. Now he joins our faculty, serving as the 
Assistant Medical Student Director and working clinically at both Reagan 
and Santa Monica. His academic interests include medical education, 
particularly UME, curriculum development, and simulation. When not at 
work, you can find him walking on the beach with his wife, Emily, his dog, 
Whiskey, or watching a Red Sox game.

Annette Dekker, MD, MS - Annette was born and raised in northern 
Virginia.  She attended Princeton for undergrad, then moved to Chicago 
for medical school at Northwestern University. She completed EM 
residency at the University of Chicago, serving as chief resident. In 2020, 
she continued her migration west by joining UCLA for a research 
fellowship focused on health equity. She now joins our growing Health 
Services Research faculty at UCLA, with interests in implementation of 
trauma-informed interventions, immigrant health and policy, and equitable 
resource distribution. Her clinical time is split between Reagan, Santa 
Monica, and Olive View. Outside of the ED, Annette can be found 
attempting some new water sport or hiking in the mountains surrounding 
Los Angeles.

 
Jesus Torres, MD, MPH, MS - Jesus was born and raised in the 
backyard of Olive View. He attended UCLA for undergrad then joined the 
research team at Olive View for a few years. He then went to the 
northeast for medical school at NYMC and an MPH at Harvard. He 
completed residency at UCSF and returned to UCLA for dual fellowships 
in IDHEAL and the National Clinician Scholars Program (NCSP), and 
completed a second Master’s in Health Policy and Management. Jesus 
now joins our research faculty and will be working clinically at UCLA, 
Santa Monica, and Olive View. He has broad 
academic interests in social EM, infectious 
disease, and clinical research. When not 
working or thinking about research, he loves 
road trips and spending time with his two 
doggies, Diego and Frida.

Welcome and Learn More about our New Faculty
Vital Signs:

Huntington Beach, CA
Undergrad: UC Santa Cruz
Med School: Rocky Vista University
Residency: UCLA Emergency Medicine
Fellowship: UCLA, Access and 
Innovation in Med Education

Hometown: Boston, MA
Undergrad: UCLA
Med School: USC
Residency: NYU/Bellvue
Fellowship: UCLA Medical Education
Masters: Johns Hopkins (Education in 
Health Professions)

Hometown: Annandale, VA
Undergrad: Princeton
Med School: Northwestern
Residency: University of 
Chicago
Fellowship: UCLA, Research
Masters: UCLA, Health Policy 
and Management

Hometown: Pacoima, CA
Undergrad: UCLA
Masters #1: Harvard (MPH – 
Quantitative methods)
Med School: New York Medical College
Resident: UCSF
Fellowship: UCLA IDHEAL and NCSP
Masters #2: UCLA (Health Policy and 
Management)



Jessica Chow, MD, MPH - Jessica was born in Oakland, to 
immigrant parents from China. The eldest of four, she is the first 
doctor in her family. She graduated from Berkeley, and obtained a 
Master’s in Public Health from UCLA. After completing the joint 
medical program at Berkeley-UCSF, she spent the next four years 
at the UCSF EM residency program. Upon graduation, she 
entered fellowship in Pediatric Emergency Medicine (PEM) at 
Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles (CHLA). Now Jess joins our 
faculty as our PEM specialist! She will be working clinically at RR, 
SM, and CHLA. Her academic interests include process 
improvement in care of pediatric ED patients, and social 
determinants of health research. Outside of work, you may find her 
hiking in national/state parks, exploring new restaurants, or finding 
great travel deals!

Elizabeth Samuels, MD, MPH, MHS - Liz Samuels grew up 
outside Albany, NY and studied history at Reed College, in 
Portland, OR. After several years of direct service and community 
organizing work with adolescents experiencing homelessness and 
people leaving incarceration, Liz attended Tufts University School 
of Medicine. She completed her emergency medicine residency at 
Brown, where she served as chief resident, and a health policy 
and research fellowship at the Yale National Clinician Scholars 
Program. Since 2018, Liz has been on faculty at Brown, working 
on health policy, clinical care, and research with a focus on health 
equity, social emergency medicine, substance use disorder 
treatment and harm reduction, URM 
healthcare workforce development, and 
LGBTQI+ emergency care. She will be 
working clinically at Reagan, Santa 
Monica, and Olive View. Outside of the ED, 
she can be found exploring the San 
Gabriel Mountains, baking, biking, 
gardening, spending time with her dog and 
family, rabble rousing, and trying to master 
the pizza oven.

William Shyy, MD - Will Shyy joins us from UCSF. He is originally 
from Ames, IA and completed his residency and chief residency 
from the University of Chicago. He then completed an emergency 
ultrasound fellowship at UCSF, and has stayed on as faculty at 
UCSF for the past 7 years. At UCSF, Will served as the Ultrasound 
Director, Ultrasound Fellowship Director, and was a Bridges Coach 
for the UCSF School of Medicine. He has earned numerous 
teaching awards, including the UCSF EM Bedside Teaching 
Award, the UCSF Academy of Medical Educators’ Excellence in 
Teaching Award, and the ACEP National Junior Faculty Teaching 
Award. Will is very excited to join UCLA and to be closer to his 
family in the LA area. He will add greatly to the ultrasound 
expertise of our faculty, and will be working clinically at Reagan 
and Santa Monica.

And Welcome More New Faculty
Vital Signs:

Hometown: Oakland, CA
Undergrad: UC Berkeley
Med School: Berkeley-UCSF
Residency: UCSF
Fellowship: CHLA, Pediatric Emergency 
Medicine
Masters: Public Health (UCLA)

Hometown: Albany, NY
Undergrad: Reed College
Med School: Tufts
Residency: Brown
Fellowship: National Clinician Scholars 
Program (Yale)
Masters: MPH (Tufts), MHS (Yale)

Hometown: Ames, IA
Undergrad: St. Olaf College
Med School: University of Iowa
Residency: University of Chicago
Fellowship: Ultrasound (UCSF)



IDHEAL and Social EM Updates
Several social medicine interventions are successfully improving the care of patients at Olive View.  A huge testament to 
everyone’s efforts and the leadership of Breena Taira.  

Language Justice:  The work continues to improve availability for in person translation 
at Olive View.  There are now 10 full time interpreters for the hospital with coverage 
from 8a-11pm and plans to move forward to expand coverage further.  The 
LanguageLine InSight Video Interpreting continues as well for times when there is need 
for other languages, off hours, need for sign language etc.  

Breena Taira and Jesus Torres continue their research on language justice with plans to 
survey patient perspective on language access and determining further gaps.  
Additional efforts to help institute bilingual certification for residents also continues.

Produce Distribution: Prior surveys in the waiting room 
at Olive View not surprisingly identified a great deal of food insecurity for the population we 
serve.  The produce distribution at Olive View twice a month has been helping to serve the 
needs of our patients.  The distribution is all volunteer run.  At our most recent event on 
November 17th, 5,625 pounds of produce was distributed to 237 individuals representing 1150 
people in the households served.  Eighty percent of the community members taking advantage 
of this benefit are Olive View patients, 86% with a chronic medical condition.  About three 
quarters of the patients use the drive through method to pick up the groceries which can be 
heavy, the other quarter walk up and efforts to establish a means to deliver the produce for 
those most vulnerable and without access are being developed.  

Trauma Recovery Center:  A Trauma Recovery Center (TRC) helps victims of crime recover, 
providing (free to the victim) mental health services and wraparound case management including 
legal services to individuals without access to other resources. It is  complementary  to the Los 
Angeles network of Hospital based Violence Intervention Programs (HVIPs).  The Olive View 
Trauma Recovery Center opened last year, and has been providing assistance to victims and 
family members of victims.  Referrals are coming from local area community partners and 
hospitals, and any individual who was a victim of a crime within the past 3 years is eligible.  The 
Olive View TRC includes a take what you need shelf and closet to help victims with their 
immediate material needs.  Donations are welcome- monetary donations can be made here: 
https://oliveviewtrc.org/donations.  Gently used clothing for adults and children, hygiene 
products and pantry items can be donated at the North Annex on the Olive View campus. 

Medical Legal Community Partnership: The MLCP is a collaboration between DHS and 
four local non-profit legal services organizations that serve low-income residents in Los 
Angeles County helping patients with legal problems that affect their health in 
conjunction with the Patient Centered Medical Homes (PCMH).  They have helped 
patients eliminate debt, restored their Medi-Cal benefits, defend patients against 
eviction and assist with poor housing conditions, assist with immigration and legal 
status, help with child support or custody issues, assist with restoring or obtaining 
public benefits (food, SSI, cash aid), special education, income and employment. The 
legal partners include: Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles County, Legal Aid 
Foundation of Los Angeles, Mental Health Advocacy Services and Bet Tzedek Legal 
Services.  The Olive View Medlcal Legal Community Partnership has helped with over 
1200 legal cases on behalf of patients since launching in February 2020.  

https://oliveviewtrc.org/donations


UCLA Toxicology
One of our hardest working faculty - Michael Levine has been collaborating 
with numerous research groups and making opportunities for residents to get 
involved.  At this year’s North American Congress of Clinical Toxicology 
(NACCT) 2022 annual conference many residents, faculty and alumni collaborate and present 
abstracts and posters.  Congratulations to Michael Levine, Leanne Cook (2024), Jackie Kurth 
(2020), Hannah Spungen (2022), alumni and second year toxicology fellow at UCSD Nate 
Friedman (2021), and second year pediatric EM fellow at UCSD Daniel Ichwan (2021) for their 
abstracts.  In addition, our new faculty member Evan Schwarz, now doubling our toxicology 
faculty group, a 100% increase, is equally active and will be a great addition to our group.  

- Love J, Levine M, Aldy K, Brent J, et al on behalf of the ToxIC Fentalog Study Group.   “Tranq 
dope” opioid overdose: clinical outcomes for emergency department patients with illicit opioid 
overdose adulterated with xylazine.

- Friedman N, Seltzer J, Winkler G, Ichwan D, et al.  An 8-year-old female with crotalid 
envenomation and marked myokymia responsive to crotalidae immune F(ab’)2 antivenom.

- Winkler G, Seltzer J, Friedman N, et al.  Comparative outcomes of F(ab’)2AV and FabAV for 
rattlesnake envenomations: a retrospective poison center study.

- Winkler G, Seltzer J, Friedman N, et al. Amygdalin poisoning with treated with 
hydroxocobalamin. 

- Friedman N, et al.  Severe hydrocarbon pneumonitis requiring extracorporeal membrane 
oxygenation in a pediatric case of makeup brush cleaner ingestion.

- Friedman N, Clark R.  Crouching zookeeper, hidden dragon: a Komodo dragon bite. 

- Seltzer J, Friedman N, et al.  Unintentional pediatric lithium exposure: a 15-year retrospective 
analysis of cases reported to the California Poison Control System.  

- Winkler G, Friedman N, et al. Toxic encephalopathy from intrathecal amphotericin B 
deoxycholate overdose treated with cerebral spinal fluid exchange.

- Spungen H, Kurth J, Cook L, Levine M.  Cardiovascular collapse and prolonged EKG 
changes in an adolescent with mixed nortriptyline/nadolol overdose.

- Cook L, Levine M.  Challenges in diagnosing an environmental cause of recurrent 
Methemoglobinemia.

- Semple M, Schwarz E, Baumgartne K. Bothriechis marchi envenomation treated with crotalidae 
immune F(ab’)2 antivenom.

- Schwarz E, et al On behalf of the Toxicology Investigators Consortium (ToxIC), Utilization of 
telehealth by medical toxicologists. 

Michael Levine and Evan Schwarz ran the American College of Medical Toxicology (ACMT) 
Board review course this year.

Evan Schwarz was recognized with the ACMT Education Committee Service 
Award.

Check out additional abstracts from our toxicology group on the newsletter ACEP 
Scientific Assembly page!



Cal ACEP AdvancED
This year’s CalACEP annual conference  and 
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of California 
ACEP was held in San Diego September 2, 2022.   
The conference is geared to learners, both residents 
and medical students. 

Natasha Wheaton was the Conference Chair, 
planning and helping run the event.  

Greg Hendey (1993) received his CalACEP 
Education award.  Kenneth Kim (2025) was 
presented his CalACEP Chapter’s CalEMRA Award. 
award.  See more information on the kudos page.

Education fellows Catherine Yu and Ashley Vuong 
(2022), and residents AJ (2024), Kenneth Kim (2025) 
and alumni Daniel Ichwan (2021) helped run the 
SkillED sessions.  Catherine ran a pericardiocentesis 
skill station, Ashley with help from AJ and Kenneth 
ran the breech delivery skill station and Daniel ran a 
transvenous pacer skill session.  

Ashley Vuong, Catherine Yu, AJ and Kenneth also 
represented the program at the residency fair.  

EMS Day - Thank you Dr.  Uner



Medical Student Clerkship Re-Design
We want to give a huge shout-out and THANK YOU to all of the residents and attendings that have 
contributed to the new medical student clerkship and it's successful launch! With the new DGSOM 
curriculum re-design, emergency medicine has now officially become a required 4-week clerkship 
spread across 6 sites: Reagan, Olive View, Santa Monica, WLA VA, Harbor, and Kern! This started 
with last year’s roll-out of a required 2-week rotation for MS3s, and in October 2022 we started with 
the first iteration of the 4-week required rotation for MS2s. We’re now past the curriculum overlap 
period, so moving forward will have MS2s on their 4-week clerkship in addition to our usual MS4 
Sub-I rotation. We couldn’t do this without all the incredible on-shift and outside of shift teaching by 
all of our residents and attendings. Especially shout-out to the senior residents who have taken on a 

much bigger supervisory role with the medical students on-shift! 
 
Outside their clinical shifts, the students have a high-fidelity simulation session, 
procedural skills session, EMS day, nursing/tech shift, and spend 3 days with our 
anesthesia colleagues in the OR. Special thanks to AJ Jackanich, Tig Ziyeh, Leanne 
Cook, Taylor James, Kenneth Kim, Caitlin Oldenkamp, Christian 
Hernandez, Jackson Kloor, Amanda Amen, Cooper Aakhus, 
Charlene Gaw, Elle Kettler, Rhea Mathew, Reza Hessabi, Sophia 
Tiene, Bryan Merte, Miguel Navarro, Catherine Yu, Amir Rouhani, 

Rebecca Bavolek, Natasha Wheaton, Anna Yap, Alan Chiem, Kellie Kitamura, Jeremy Shin, 
Ashley Voung, Andy Thorne, Manny Celedon, Jacob Lentz, Jonie Hsiao, Dan Waxman, and 
George Lim for helping out with those hands-on sessions! There will be plenty more 
opportunities to get involved, reach out to us if you are interested! 
 
Our incredible medical student coordinators Leila Park, Nathalia Rodriguez, and Emmy 
Dunsford have also put in a ton of work to make this launch successful; thank you! We 
definitely couldn’t do this without you! 
 
Thank you again to everyone for showing our students such an amazing experience and how 
great our specialty is! 
 
-Stephen and Max 

Recruiting the Class of 2027
We’ve been up to recruiting… finished 8 of 10 
interview days and will be finished with recruitment 
on 1/17. We had game night and in January we are 
hosting our EDI Open House, Specialty Night and 
Alumni night for the applicants. Match will be March 
17, 2023.

Thanks to Jen Cassidy and Matthew Hill for 
sending swag to the applicants.  Thanks to all the 
residents who turn out to answer questions for the 
applicants during socials, scheduled zoom 
information sessions and game night.  Thanks to 
the faculty who help interview, showed up for game 
night, and champion our EDI efforts.



Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee
The Department’s EDI committee has been very active with exceptional leadership by Jamie Bell as Vice Chair of 
EDI. The work is a collaboration of many residents, faculty, fellows, and staff, including 
Rhea Mathews (2025), Annie Hoang (2026), Chase Richard (2023), Daniela Alarcon 
(2025), Matt Hill, Jen Cassidy, Donald Chow, Bonnie Cheung, Stephen Villa, Anette 
Decker, Carolyn Sachs (1994), Cat Weaver (2017), Jessica Faiz, Richelle Cooper 
(1998),  Rebecca Bavolek, Medell Briggs-Malonson, Rebecca Bavolek, Medell Briggs-
Malonson, and all of the residents engagement in recruitment efforts.

We have several committees and areas of focus:

Faculty Recruitment/Retention - our Vice Chair of EDI is an integral part of the faculty 
search committee, which has been very active - did you see the meet the new faculty 
pages 3-4? (More than 90 faculty applications)  More to start in the next few months 
and July 2023.  

Resident Recruitment/Retention - We are in the midst of recruitment for the class of 
2027.  The UCLA DEM EDI virtual recruitment event was on 8/31/22.  An EDI 
committee member is always an interviewer for each residency applicant interview 
day this year. The Virtual EDI-focused interview day executed without a hitch on 
12/13/22.  The EDI committee faculty + resident members reach out to EDI residency 
applicants in a coordinated process (earlier than previous years).  Ruthy Mamo was 
selected by MHO to attend SNMA Annual Medical Education Conference in 2023 with a 
stipend to cover travel/registration/hotel. The UCLA Department of Emergency Medicine will 
cover travel/registration/hotel for a resident to attend LMSA West Coast Regional Conference 
in 2023. 

Community Engagement - The EDI committee is working with the Center for Prehospital Care 
(CPC) to create a recurring outreach program for high school students to showcase 
healthcare careers for URiM + disadvantaged students. Jamie Bell and our CPC leadership met with HPIAM and 
Orthopaedic Hospital Medical Magnet High School leadership to discuss areas in which the Department of 
Emergency Medicine can best contribute.  Jamie Bell gave a presentation / answered questions for HS students 
in virtual career days for HPIAM (11/01/22) and Ortho Medical Magnet HS (12/16/22).  In additional collaborations 
we are working with the CPC, the UCLA Health Allied Professions Outreach and Turner foundation to formulate a 
plan to obtain funding for future efforts. 

Professional Development - We will begin integrating the SAEM ADIEM DEI 
curriculum into different aspects of the UCLA DEM + residency program.  In 
addition we are working with the UCLA Health HEDI office to introduce EDI 
element sfor patient case review / M&M

Structural Elements - We are currently in the process of reviewing the 
demographic composition of all UCLA Department of Emergency 
Medicine Committees and writing a UCLA DEM policy for EDI 

Patient Care - A subcommittee is working to create a Digital Patient 
Equity Dashboard similar to UCSF DEM. 

The UCLA Minority Housestaff Organization (MHO) is a resident and 
fellow organization led organization dedicated to excellence through 
diversity.  We have several residents - Chase Richard (2023), Reza 
Hessabi (2024), Daniela Alarcon (2025), Christian Hernandez (2025), and 
Ruthy Mamo (2026) - leading committees and work, and being recognized 
by their efforts (see the Kudos pages). 



Thanks to Valerie Norton (1995), Mike Gertz, Carolyn Sachs 
(1994), and Anna Yap (2022) for representing California at 
ACEP Council.  

Congratulations to Ramon Johnson (1984) who received his 
Council Champion of Diversity & Inclusion Award. 

Congratulations to the faculty, alumni and residents who gave 
presentations. 

Sara Crager (2015)
- Undifferentiated Shock: Making a Difference
- Under Pressor! Utilizing IV Pressors in the ED

Carolyn Sachs (1994) and Rosemarie Diaz
- Starting Public Health Interventions in Your ED – A Panel by the ACEP Public Health Committee

Kareem Agunbiade
- Evaluating A Joint
- How to Succeed in Your First Five Years of Practice

Tyler Barrett (2005) and Richelle Cooper (1998)
- ACEP editor’s workshop -“The Journal Wants Your Science…but Just a Little Bit.  Revising a 

Manuscript to a Research Letter” 

Ilene Claudius (2002):  
- Sugar & Spice & Everything is NOT Nice: Pediatric Endocrine Emergencies
- Metabolic Disasters in Kids - Lethal Disorders You Have Never Heard of & How to Treat 
Them

Clayton Kazan (2005): 
- 2022 Disasters in Review: Are We Over It Yet? 
- Recent EMS Literature, Controversies and Evolving Concepts
- Teaching Others to Save a Life Until Help Arrives

Former Informatics Fellow: Indira Gowda
 - Alarm Bells Sound, Patients At Home: Remote Monitoring in the ED
- Antidotes to Note Bloat: Make the EHR Work for You
- Decoding Devices From Door to Dispo

Gil Shlamovitz (2007) 
- New Updates in Wound Care: What's Best?

Jeff Tabas (1998) 
- Atrial Fibrillation 2022: Don't Miss a Beat
- Bundle Branch Block Unblinded - Identifying Acute MI
- ACLS Guidelines 2022: What's New & Why

ACEP Scientific Assembly 2022 in San Francisco!



Congratulations to the faculty, alumni, fellows, residents and our undergraduate (EMRA) 
research volunteers who presented abstracts.  Jesus Torres, Michael Levine, Tyler Barrett 
(2005), and Richelle Cooper (1998) moderated abstract sessions.  

- Zappacosta H, Bandek G, Yalzadeh Y, Yassine I, Raffman E, Cooper RJ, Mower WR.   Systematic Review of 
Ionizing Radiation Dose Exposure for Commonly Performed Chest Imaging Techniques in the Emergency 
Department Setting. 

- Gujral T, Rana S, Bui K, Factora R, Ma P, Cooper RJ, William Mower WR. Traumatic Injury To The Posterior 
Fossa: A Secondary Analysis Of Demographics, Clinical Characteristics, Computed Tomography Imaging, And 
Outcomes.

- Levine M, Finkelstein Y, Yanta J, Cao D, Filip A, Schwarz E, Arbussattar S, William Trautman W, Cohen N, Thomas 
S. Caustic Ingestions: Does Intent Matter?

- Levine M, Brent J, Maguire B, Cohen N, Wiegand T, Vearrier D, Beuhler M, Leikin J, Wax P, Finkelstein Y.  Lipid 
Emulsion Therapy During Resuscitation of the Critically-Ill Poisoned Patient: A Prospective Cohort Study 
Management of Intravenous Lipid in Overdose (MILO) study group and the Toxicology Investigators Consortium.

- Levine M, Cao D, Schwarz E, Trautman W, Pathan SA, Finkelstein Y, Filip A, Yanta J, Cohen N, Thomas S.  Caustic 
Ingestions: Acids or Bases. Does it Matter?

- Taira B, Kendra Arriaga-Castellanos K, Alonso L, Orue A, Salazar D, Perez Y, Morales O, Tercero R. Barriers and 
Facilitators to Emergency Medicine Residency Program Development in Latin America and The Caribbean.

- Nacier C, Wilson T, George N, Lin T, Brister J, T Madsen T, Napoli A, Jenouri I, Tyminski C, Samuels E.  Differences 
in Emergency Department Sepsis Care: Do race, sex, and language matter?

- Samuels E, Taylor R, Pendyal A,  Shoajee A, Mainardi A, Lemire E, Venkatesh A, Bernstein S, Haber A. Mapping 
Emergency Department Asthma Visits to Identify Poor Quality Housing.

- Berger M, Buckanavage J, Jordan J, Lai S, Linda Regan L. Future Uses of Telesimulation: National Survey of 
Emergency Medicine Residency Simulation Directors. 

- Jordan J, Weygandt P, Osborne A, Moore K. Foundations of Emergency Medicine Resident as Teacher Experience. 
- Wang J, Zhao R, Chiem A. Peer-Instructed Teleguidance Ultrasound in Undergraduate Medical Education: A 

Randomized Control Equivalence Study.
- St. Romain M, Avegno J, Tiao J, Vaughn J, McInturff M, Melendez-Salgado A, Bloemer N, Grant A, Lim S, Burgess R.  Impact of 

a Large Gathering on COVID-19 Transmission in a Community with Multiple Broad Mitigation Measures - New Orleans, 
Louisiana, October 18, 2021 - November 11, 2021.

- Makda H, Kashani S, Kazan C, Orue A, Torres V, Kim YS. Utilization of Advanced Providers In The Field for Medical Custody 
Clearance. 

- Toy J, Bosson N, Chang A, Haase D, Kipust A, Korotzer L, Warren J, Kim YS, Kazan C, Marianne Gausche-Hil M. Short-Term 
Outcomes and Patient Perceptions after EMS Non-Transport During the COVID-19 Pandemic.

- Mandeville K, Naheedy J, Kettler E, Boulil Z.  Presentations of Infants with Skull Fractures ≤ 3 Months of Age, With and Without 
Intracranial Hemorrhage (ICH).

- Patel N, Spiropoulos K, Celedon M, Fermin P, Tranquada K, Behari G, Zhao L. Tele-Emergency Care May Improve Access to 
Emergency Care Resources While Reducing Need for In-Person Emergency Department Evaluation.  

Alumni Abstracts
- The PROCOVAXED Investigators Rodriguez R, Nichol G, Eucker S, Chang A, Arreguin M, Morse D, Shughart L, Pauley A, 

Eswaran V, O'Laughlin K, Chavez CL. COVID-19 Vaccine Messaging Platforms Increase Vaccine Acceptance and Uptake in 
Unvaccinated Emergency Department Patients: A Cluster Randomized Controlled Trial.

- Noorvash D, Vaughn P, Berdahl C, Geiderman J, Torbati S. Implementation of a Geriatric Care Coordinator (GCC) Program for 
High-Risk Geriatric Patients Following Emergency Department Discharge. 

- Berdahl C, Torbati S. Frequency of discharge prescriptions known to increase fall risk for older adults: Estimates of incidence in 
the United States.

- Lam A, LJankovic L, Aharonyan L, McGroarty K, Prince M, Morris L, Stang C, Berdahl C, Torbati S. A Tender-Loving-Care 
Volunteer Program to Provide Non-Clinical, Supportive Interventions to Older Adults in the Emergency Department.

- Berdahl C, Shira Fischer S, Marcelino W, Ahluwalia S, Cohen C, Armstrong C, Mendel P.  Dissemination of information about 
ivermectin on Twitter during the COVID-19 public health Emergency.

- Hsia J, Axeen S, Terp S. Characteristics of Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act Citations and their Association with 
Patient Death.

- Molina M, Nichol G,  Eucker S, Arreguin M, Morse D, Pauley A, Chavez C, O'Laughlin K, Rodriguez R. COVID-19 Booster 
Vaccine Hesitancy in the Emergency Department.

- Lu A, Cheng T, Kimberg L Stark N, Lawless S, Peabody C. Developing a Survivor-Centered Emergency Department Approach 
to Tailored Resources of Survivors of Interpersonal Violence Acute Care Innovation Center.

- Probst M, Janke A, Haimovich A, Venkatesh A, Lin M, Kocher K, Nemnom MJ, Thiruganasambandamoorthy V. Development of 
a Novel Emergency Department Quality Measure to Reduce Very Low-Risk Syncope Hospitalizations. 

- Vongsachang H,  Sprunt L, Padilla G, Schneberk T, Riddell J. The Impact of an Experiential Social Medicine Curriculum in a 
County Emergency Medicine Residency Training Program: a Mixed Methods Study.  

More ACEP 2022 



More ACEP 2022 and Alumni Reunions
THANK YOU Jen Cassidy and Matt Hill for taking care of all of us and planning 
our Alumni Happy Hour and the Class of 2023 Senior Dinner. 

To be honest, this is why I go to ACEP - seeing so many alumni and how everyone is thriving is amazing! I am 
so grateful, lots of blessings - Love you all, Richelle



The new DGSOM curriculum includes POCUS training in all four years of 
the curriculum. Our DGSOM graduates will be able to perform standard 
POCUS exams such as echocardiography, IVC, E-FAST, and US-guided 
PIV insertion, regardless of their specialty. We have ten sessions during 
the first year that are integrated with their clinical skills and anatomy 
courses, as well as recurrent POCUS sessions every two months as 
part of the Intersessions (clerkship bootcamp) weeks for the MS2 year. 
The MS3 year allows students to practice and teach POCUS over the 
entire year as part of the Longitudinal Clinical Experience and Discovery 
courses. Students in the MS4 year will be able to learn specialty-specific 
POCUS in clinical electives in EM, Anesthesiology, and IM. Emergency 
Medicine has been at the forefront of POCUS education at all levels of 
training. Thank you to all of the faculty and residents that have contributed 
to our mission to advance POCUS education!

Alan Chiem, George Lim, Kareem Agunbiade, and Amir Tabibnia 
all travelled to Santiago Chile for some ultrasound teaching at 
Conceptos.

Mary Sun (2013) fresh off completing her wilderness fellowship 
taught the DGSOM EMIG wilderness IG with the help of Nate 
Coggins (2023), Missy Brown (2025), and Melissa Baker (2026).

All LA Conference 
All LA conference (our joint conference with Harbor UCLA EM residency and 
USC EM residency) is back in person, and Harbor UCLA hosted September 
2022 featuring a tax themed day including lectures by Michael Levine and 
escape rooms.  

Ultrasound Section Updates

EMIG Wilderness Interest Group



Tiglath Ziyeh 
(2024) and AJ 
(2024)

Cristy Villalpando 
(2025) and 
Christian 
Hernandez (2025) 
at the downtown 
flower mart of Die 
De Los Muertos 

Jessa Baker 
(2021), Paul 
and Mia

Reza 
Hessabi 
(2024) & 
Hyung

Mary Sun 
(2013) and the 
Hsia family

Ali Hussain 
(2010)

Haig 
Aintablian 
(2022)

Steff Brenman (2017) wife Liz, 
and Holden 

Mike 
Merjanian 
(2019) and 
Olivia

Brian and Sam Kadera (2013)

Wendy Lin 
(2002) and 
family

Erica Kiemele-
Giss and family

Michelle Brennan 
(2022) peace-out 
at work

Gil Shlamovitz 
(2007), Tomer, 
Ben and Maya

Brandon Firestone 
(2017) and family

Erik 
Schraga 
(2006) and 

Zoe as a 
pilot like her 
mother 
Carolyn 
Gates 
(2014)Tola Johnson (2012), Nick 

Miniel (2011), Remy and 
Quinn

Emily Huang 
(2013) and 
Aspen’s first 
Halloween

Ariel Wu (2025), Cristy Villalpando (2025), Jackson Kloor (2024), Taylor James (2024), Charlene Gaw (2024), 
Erich Weishofer (2024), Christian Hernandez (2025), Daniela Alarcon (2025), and Jen Cassidy.  

Noah 
Sugerman’s  
(2016) kids

.Hollie Sandlin (2014) and family.

Angela Brown (2016), 
Matt, Sophie and 
Mackensie at 
Disneyworld for 
Halloween

Cherokee Sauer 
(2026), Kevin  
Mauerman (2025) 
and Matt Hill at 
National Orange 
Show Fair

Happy Halloween UCLA Family !

Niko Pascua (2023) as 
cousin Itt.  



Wellness Committee & More 
PGY2 and PGY3 day (the interns get bootcamp together and the r4s get ACEP together 
so do not feel bad).

Post Thanksgiving Annual Bavolek Bacon Bash

Thank you again to Rebecca and Nate Bavolek (and Julianna and Ryker) for 
hosting the residency Christmas Party and gift exchange.  

A big thank you to to everyone who donated to our 3 families in need in the 
Olive View Adopt a Family program this year, and especially to Anna Jackanich 
“AJ” (2024), who did an amazing job rallying the residents for their donations 
and purchasing many items for the families. All together, residents, OV faculty 
and NPs collected more than $2500 in cash and gift items.



National Clinician Scholars Program and IDHEAL Fellow - 
Hurnan Vongsachang  

Originally from San Diego, California, Hurnan completed her undergraduate studies 
at Harvard University. She attended UC Riverside for medical school and also 
completed her Masters of Public Health from the Harvard TH Chan School of Public 
Health. Currently, Hurnan is finishing her training at the Los Angeles County + 

University of Southern California Emergency Medicine Residency Program. Hurnan is looking forward to 
pursuing Fellowship training through the National Clinician Scholars Program in conjunction with IDHEAL-
UCLA to further address disparities related to mental health, substance use, and homelessness from the 
emergency department. During her free time, Hurnan loves to run, bike, hike, explore all the great eateries in 
Los Angeles, and last but not least, catch up on the latest Netflix chick flicks! 

National Clinician Scholars Program Fellow Hashem Zikry 
Hi all-- my name is Hashem Zikry. I am currently finishing up my fourth year of residency as a chief 
resident at Mount Sinai in New York City. I am a lifelong New Yorker and have spent 30+ years in 
New York City. I am going to be joining UCLA as a National Clinical Scholar Fellow where I hope to 
continue working on Healthcare Preparedness and specifically how to economically incentivize 
disaster preparedness. I have always been an outdoor kid at heart, love being outside at any 
opportunity and am an avid runner. Aside from that, I am passionate about Thanksgiving food, 
reading, coffee, octopuses and dinosaurs. My partner Katie and I cannot wait to move out to 
California and meet all of you! 

UCLA Administration Fellow: Faraz Khan 

Faraz was born and raised in Southern California. He attended UCLA for college where 
he majored in Psychobiology and Economics. He then went to UC Irvine for medical 
school and also completed his MBA there. He is currently at Kings County Hospital in 
Brooklyn, NY for residency where he works closely with admin and is in the Healthcare 
Administration Scholarship Program. He is excited to now come back home and join the 
UCLA EM Family as a part of the Admin Fellowship. In his free time, he enjoys soccer 
(go Chelsea!), food, family, and traveling!

Education and Simulation Fellow  - Mike Messina 

Hello, my name is Mike Messina, and I am very excited to be joining the UCLA EM 
family in July as a Medical Education fellow. I am a born and raised Ohioan, originally 
from Cleveland. I went to undergrad at THE Ohio State University (Go Bucks) and 
stayed locally in Columbus to complete medical school at Ohio University. I then made 
the big move out to LA, where I have spent the past four years as a resident at LAC + 
USC. Outside of the ED, I enjoy spending time with my partner Brett and our two dogs, 
taking Strand walks in Hermosa where we live, cooking, traveling, or trying new 
restaurants. I am looking forward to joining this incredible program and educational 
team for the next two years! 

Meet our New Fellows Coming  July 2023



Alumni and Guest Lecturing

ALUMNI - Come teach at our conferences: If you will be in Los Angeles and want to lecture at one of our 
conferences, or teach a small group, email Richelle Cooper (1998), and I will connect you with the APD 
team.

Alumni Airway Cases -  

A series of scary airway cases from alumni served as jumping off point for some 
critical care learning.  Thanks for the case presentations 
Tyler Haertlein (2020), Randy Lee (2020), and  Jimmy 
Murphy (2022). 

A Most Interesting Case - Alumni discussing a challenging case they have encountered and 
delivering some pearls for community practice:

Cate Yaggi (2020) presented a case of cardiac contusion presenting as persistent vomiting 
after a football tackle in a student athlete.  

Aws Al-Abdullah (2020) presented a case of chest pain in a patient with SOB, 
altered, atrial fibrillation with LBBB and possibly recent AMA from an outside 
hospital 2 days ago, in acute heart failure and VT storm.

Alumni Guest Lecturing  

Nate Friedman (2021)  “MurderTox” part 1 and part 2….. Murder based on 
things you can mostly find to buy on Amazon.

Cameron Harrison (2021) “ECMO in the ED”

Anthony Catalano (2017) “Retrograde Intubation”

Great Journal Clubs at Chez Schriger and Chez Hendey this year.  

mailto:richelle@ucla.edu


Getting back to some normalcy, it has been great to see people outside our bubble, 
try some new experiences and to see alumni get together:
 

- Mikaela Finnegan (2023) climbed the Eastern Sierra Mountains.
- Amanda Amen (2024) and her fiancé Ali travelled to Greece for a wedding.  
- Bryan Merte (2024) travelled to Paris.
- Eric Snyder (2008) took in a Dodger game, then took a trip with his 
children to Niagara Falls and Cooperstown to the Baseball Hall of 

Fame. . 
- Angelique Campen (2000) went to Europe - Italy, France…
- Erica Kiemele-Giss took a family vacation to Hawaii. 
- Anthony Jourdan (2026) vacationed in Saint Lucia. 
- Judy Choe and Matt Waxman (2007) went hiking in Yosemite National 
Park. 
- Sarah Seresinghe (2026) went to Washington and saw the view from the 
Space Needle.
- Annie Hoang (2026) went to Las Vegas.  
- Charlene Gaw (2024) vacationed in the Scottish Highlands.  
- Annette Dekker and Kimon Ioannides vacationed in Europe. 

- Kelsey Kneisley (2024) vacationed at Jasper Provincial Park, hiking at Peyto Lake in 
Alberta Canada.
- Erich Wieshofer (2024) vacationed in Cape breton, Nova Scotia.
- Brandon Endo (2018) went Salmon fishing in Alaska. 

- Torrence Tran (2025) visited Disneyland.  
- Zainab Ahmed (2024) travelled to Maine.  
- Jennifer Cassidy was in NY for the EMARC/CORD board meeting and visited with Jimmy 

Murphy (2022).
- Tony Fredericks (2023) travelled to New Mexico to visit his partner doing fellowship there, 

and ran into David Schriger on his birthday trip to the area.  
- Greg Hendey (1993) and wife Lisa got out to a Dodger game.
- Several people independently enjoyed the Beachlife festival including Rebecca 

Bavolek, Anna Yap (2022) in an amazing dress she knitted for herself, and Michelle 
Brennan (2022).

- Angelique Campen (2000) enjoyed the Life is Beautiful festival.  Putting Barbie to 
shame!  

- Niko Pascua (2023) and Thomas travelled to Austria.  
- Wonki Chae and family vacationed in Hawaii.  
- Tiglath Ziyeh (2024), AJ (2024) and her partner vacationed in Spain.  
- Annie Hoang (2026) explored Los Angeles, taking in an exhibit at the Broad. 
- Dan Furoy (2011) and family traveled to Louisiana and took in a football game 

as well.  
- Noah Sugerman (2016) traveled to Florida.
- Leanne Cook (2024) and Bryan Merte (2024) traveled to Argentina.
- Micaela Finnegan (2023) traveled to Greece.  
- Angelique Campen (2000) fished off the coast of Mexico.   
- Kevin Mauerman (2025) went to Las Vegas.  

- Medell Briggs Malonson traveled to Kenya.
- David Talan (1986) and Christian Hernandez (2025) went to Wisconsin 
and took in a Packers football game at Lambeau stadium.
- Carolyn Sachs (1994) traveled to Peru.  
- David Morales (2018) and Kat went to Steamboat Springs Colorado.
- Agatha Brzezinski (2023) and Riche went to Poland, Austria, and the 
Czech Republic, where they visited family, museums, castles, and plenty of 

Christmas markets.
- John Mark Sawyer (2023), Anthony Fredericks (2023) went 
skiing with Chelsea Robinson (2022).
- Brian and Sam Kadera (2013) vacationed in Whistler. 

Life Around and Out of Town



- Many of the new grads took trips to Europe- Lizzie Ferreira (2022) travelled to Portugal, 
Alex Daguanno (2022) went to France, Michelle Brennan (2022) went to the United 
Kingdom and France. 
- Hannah Spungen (2022) relaxed at the Salt River Recreation center. 
- Chelsea Robinson (2022) went hiking and backpacking, enjoying some of the time off 
following residency completion.  
- Ali Hussain (2010) and family got away at Jamison Lake.  
- Katy Kinsella (2010) and family at Lake Tahoe area.  

- Class of 2020 Aws Al-Abdullah, Randy Lee and Tyler Haertlein came from Arizona, 
Washington DC, and Florida to Los Angeles to catch up, showing their UCLA pride. 
- Mary Sun (2013) exploring more wilderness, prehistoric at the museum.  
- Tola Johnson (2012) and Nick Miniel (2011) celebrated 8 year wedding anniversary, 10 
years as a couple with their kids in Greece.

- Priscilla Hanudel (2012) vacationed at Amangari, Utah.
- Carter Wystrach (2017) visited back in California and took in a Dodger Game, and 
on another trip he and Lia caught a CalBear game.
- Tiffany (Hackett) Ferreira (2004) and family vacationed in Greece.
- Wendy Lin (2002) and family travelled to Singapore and Bali.

- Gil Shlamovitz (2007) Tomer and kids travelled to Cabo San Lucas. 
- Jackie Kurth (2020) and vacationed in Massachusetts.  

- Andy Shen (2003) and family took a cruise to Alaska.
- Hannah Wallace (2019) and Ali McLeroy-Wallace (2020) vacationed in 
Italy.
- Holly Sandlin (2014) and family went to Alaska.  
- Steff Brenman (2017), wife Liz and Holden went to Boston.
-Ali Hussain (2010) explored some sea life at Santa Cruz Island.
- Chris Belfour (2015) and Michael vacationed in Napa.
-John McWhorter (2013) vacationed in Rome.  
- Katy Kinsella (2010) and family vacationed with family experiencing 
30A!
- Mike Merjanian (2019) and Kristen took Olivia to their first of 
undoubtedly many Disneyland visits, the happiest place on earth.  
- Brian McNamara (2015), Veronica, and Greyson checked out the Disney 
d23 expo.
- Carter Wystrach (2017) and wife Lia went to Chicago, and then a little 
farther with a trip to Switzerland. 

- Hollie Sandlin (2014) and her family enjoyed the state fair. 
- Varun Shahi (2020) and Pallvi honeymooned in Italy.  
- Jake Wilson (2018) traveled to Chile and visited Parque Nacional Laguna San Rafael.
- Nate Friedman (2021) and Audrey traveled to Paris, France.  
- Jess Oswald (2018) and husband John were on a fishing trip that overlapped with 
Brandon Endo (2018) and Jake Wilson’s (2018) Alaska fishing trip.  

- Tiffany (Hackett) Ferreira (2004) spent her birthday with Pablo and friends in 
Tuscany. 
- Aws Al-Abdullah (2020) and Sophia traveled to Costa Rica.  
- Natalie Shum (2007) took a trip to Seattle and caught up with her residency 
classmate Kelli (McCartan) O”Laughlin (2007).   

- Other alumni caught hanging out - Joe Chan (2015), Brian McNamara( 2015) and Tom 
Solomon (2014).
- Angela Brown (2016) and family went to Epcot Center.  
- Claudie Bolduc (2021) traveled to New York and visited Naseem Moridzadeh (2021)
- Chris Belfour (2015) and Michael traveled to Paris.  

- Ali Hussain (2010) caught some of the first snow at Tahoe with family.  
- Tiffany Ferreira (2004) and Ritu Malik (2003) got together over the holidays.  

- Maria Conradt (2019) and family celebrated the 
holidays at Disneyland.  
- Kelli O’Laughlin (2007) and family vacationed at 
Schweitzer Mountain in Idaho, along with big sister 
Kathleen Myers (1994).

Alumni Getting Out and Getting Together



Growing Families - Congratulations to Everyone!

Pam Dyne (1995) 
and Barry celebrated 
35th wedding 
anniversary.

Vanessa Franco (2017), husband 
Ranmal, and big sisters Eliya and 
Noralie welcomed Reia. 

Jared Marshall (2023) and Alanna got married, and her co-
chiefs were able to celebrate with them.  

Rebecca and Nate 
Bavolek celebrated 
their 23rd wedding 
anniversary.

Jackie Shibata welcomed 
Keana “Kiki” and her big 
sister Naomi is very excited. 

Anna Yap (2022) and Michael got engaged, while on 
vacation in Hawaii.  A surprise he coordinated with 
her parents who participated in the proposal.  

Reza Hessabi (2024) and 
Huong got married, with lots of 
family and classmates in 
attendance.

Vanessa Kreger (2020) and 
Brett welcomed their 
daughter Esme Margaret.  David Talan (1986) 

welcomed a new fur 
baby, Franky

Britt Guest (2019) 
and Flo welcomed 
Luca Josef.

Evan Schwarz, our new 
(in January) toxicology 
attending and Sharon got 
married.



Thomas 
Hemingway 
(2006) and 
Brooke 
celebrated their 
24 year 
anniversary.

Ryan Kunitake (2021) and Jen had a 
wedding celebration (after their smaller 
covid wedding) with many UCLA alum 
sharing the joy with them. 

Greg Tong (2020) and Seema 
welcomed Rhea.

Jackie Kurth 
(2020) and Andrew 
celebrated their 1 
year wedding 
anniversary.

Drew Seefeld (2009) and Sharon got married. Allison Santi (formerly Cousineau) (2005) got 
married to Chris

Varun Shahi (2020) and Pallvi 
Poplin got married.

Vicky Nguyen (2016) and Alex got married with many of the 
2016 class in attendance to celebrate. 

Aws Al-Abdullah 
(2020) and Sophia 
are expecting their 
first child this 
spring.

Brian Truong (2018) 
and Andie Takemoto 
(2018) got married.

Alumni Family Updates - Congratulations to Everyone!

Brian McNamara (2015) and Veronica eloped with a 
wedding in Iceland! 

Carolyn Gates (2014) 
and Adam welcomed 
baby Zoe.

Josh Baugh (2019) 
and Allie welcomed 
son Samuel.



Happy Holidays UCLA Family !

Niko Pascua (2023)

Carolyn Gates 
(2014), Zoe and 
Adam.

Angela Brown 
(2016), Matt, 
Sophie and 
Mackensie

Emily Huang 
(2013), 
Wade and 
Aspen.  

Christian 
Hernandez 
(2025)

David Morales 
(2018), Kat 
and niece.

Ana Lopez 
O’Sullivan (2013) 
family xmas

Wendy Lin 
(2002) and 
family

Thomas 
Hemingway 
(2006)

Chelsea 
Robinson 
(2022)

David Talan 
(1986) and 
Shar

Woody Peeples (1996)

Greg Hendey (1993) 
and Lisa

Kelly Painter 
(2004), Will 
and Jax

Thanks to everyone who worked in the ED on the holidays!

Kevin Mauerman 
(2025), Missy Brown 
(2025) and Christian 
Hernandez (2025)

Rebecca Bavolek, Nate, Julianna and Ryker



The California Chapter of the 
American College of Emergency 
Physicians (Cal ACEP) selected 
Greg Hendey (1993)  as the 2022 
recipient of the Chapter’s 
Education Award.  

This award is given to a member 
who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the education of 

emergency medicine residents or who has made a 
significant contribution to emergency medicine research 
and education. He received this award for his impact on a 
generation of emergency physicians who trained at his 
residency programs and his career long dedication to 
learning.

KUDOS to Our Amazing Faculty, 
Residents and Alumni

The California Chapter of the 
American College of Emergency 
Physicians (CalACEP) selected 
Kenneth Kim (2025) as the 2022 
recipient of the Chapter’s 
CalEMRA Award. 

This award is given to an 
outstanding resident in recognition 
of their exceptional academic and/or 
advocacy efforts, or for exceptional efforts through, for, or 
on behalf of CAL/EMRA. Kenneth was recognized for his 
leadership as the first Chair of the CalEMRA Medical 
Student Council and for his work representing California 
emergency medicine residents within EMRA nationally.

The Graduate Medical Education Office recognized two of our residents for their outstanding leadership and vision for 
their work in the UCLA Minority Housestaff Organization (MHO).  The UCLA MHO is a housestaff-driven organization 
dedicated to the mission of excellence through diversity. The organization receives administrative and financial support 
from GME, UCLA Health, and DGSOM to oversee a six figure budget in support of recruiting, developing, and advancing 
historically under-represented physicians as well as improving access and quality of care for all patients at UCLA.

Christian Hernandez (2025) is an executive MHO board member who was recognized 
for his leadership to advance the URM trainee program at UCLA by building social 
networks through faculty and housestaff mixers, organizing the annual holiday gala 
celebrating excellence in the EDI space, a quarterly newsletter of housestaff 
achievements, as well as a new housestaff conference focused on career development 
and advancement called Pathways to Practice.

Chase Richard (2023) is an executive board MHO member who was recognized for using his 
leadership to advance pipeline efforts to assist in recruitment, retention, and mentorship of historically 
under-represented in medicine students. He organized the fourth annual Road to Residency 
conference, a one-day conference for medical students nationally to participate in workshops, resident 
and faculty panels, as well as mock interviews, which supported nearly 200 medical students. He also 
hosts quarterly workshops for DGSOM and Charles Drew medical students on how to succeed in medical school, works 

closely with GME in recruitment efforts, has partnered with the 
DGSOM’s Student National Medical Association and Latino Medical 
Student Association chapters, and represented our institution 
nationally to recruit the next generation of physician innovators and 
leaders.

Medell Briggs-Malonson is the new Co-Chair of the 
federal Health Information Advisory Committee (HITAC). 
She was initially appointed last year by HHS Secretary 
Xavier Becerra to serve on the 
committee. Beginning Jan 1, 2023, 
she will be the co-chair of the entire 
committee for the next 3 years.

https://connect.uclahealth.org/2022/01/04/minority-housestaff-organization-gala-celebrates-progress-growth-commitment-to-edi/
http://www.apple.com
https://medschool.ucla.edu/community-and-equity/justice-equity-diversity-and-inclusion/professional-development-and-2
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/committees/health-information-technology-advisory-committee-hitac/membership


David Talan (1986) and Greg Moran (1992) travelled to Atlanta to 
visit the CDC with the 5th consecutive renewal of the CDC grant 
for the EMERGEncy ID NET. That is more than 20 years of continual 
support of the multi-center network! The CDC has also funded the 
project PREVENT and COVERED studying covid and healthcare 
workers.  A new study for the network will be surveillance of 
Monkey Pox.  The photos show David and Greg in the 1990s 
when they were first funded and again on their most recent visit, 
including Nick Mohr from University of Iowa.  

More Great Kudos
Congratulations to Baxter Larmon on receiving the National Association of 
Emergency Medical Technicians  (NAEMT) Rocco V. Morando Lifetime 
Achievement Award for 2022.  Bax has dedicated his career to 
advancement and professionalization of emergency medical services.  He is 
both the founder of the UCLA Center for Prehospital Care and the 
Prehospital Care Research Forum.  He is a Professor at the UCLA David 

Geffen School of Medicine and has more than 40 years of experience with emergency 
medical services. He has spoken at more than 400 EMS conferences, has written more 
than 60 publications in emergency medicine and is one of the pioneers the field of 
prehospital medicine. Perhaps more importantly than his numerous accomplishments, is 
that he is an A+ human being and a great friend and colleague to all of us.  He was 
presented the prestigious award at the 2022 International Scientific Symposium at EMS Expo 
Conference in Orlando, Florida. 

The UCLA Ronald Reagan | Olive View Faculty Teaching 
Award recognizes exemplary involvement in resident 
education, both at the bedside and through participation in 
didactic sessions.  The faculty who received the most resident 
votes for the 2022-2023 UCLA/Olive View Faculty Teaching 
Award for the first half of year were:

Vanessa Franco, M.D. PhD at UCLA & Steven Lai, M.D. at OVMC

Natasha Wheaton has been 
named an Assistant Dean for 
Curricular Affairs at the David 
Geffen School of Medicine. As a 
key member of the HEALS 
curriculum education leadership 
team, Dr. Wheaton will work 
closely with the Associate Dean 
for Curricular Affairs, the 
Assistant Dean for Clinical 

Education, faculty and students to assure that all 
curricular activities reflect the vision and mission of 
DGSOM. Dr. Wheaton’s work will focus on 
strengthening and building interprofessional education 
activities throughout all 4 years of medical school. In 
addition, she will play a major role in developing, 
deploying and optimizing the third-year Discovery 
experience together with the current Discovery team.

Richelle Cooper (1998) was 
appointed Annals Executive 
Deputy Editor.  

Jessica Faiz and Josh Tiao 
both presented at the Annual 
National Clinician Scholars 
Program meeting in San Francisco. Jessica Faiz presented 
“Frontline Perspectives on Barriers and 
Facilitators of Ambulatory Clinical Access for 
Patients Insured with Medicaid in an 
Academic Health System.”  

Josh Tiao presented “Parks after Dark: Can 
Parks-Based Programming Decrease 
Community Violence in Neighborhoods with 
High Violence Scores.”



Give a Round of Applause!
The Peer 
Review 
Congress 
provides a 
forum for the 
presentation 
and discussion 
of new research into the quality and 
credibility of peer review and scientific publication, to 
establish the evidence base on which scientists can 
improve the conduct, reporting, and dissemination of 
scientific research. The Congress brings together editors 
from around the world as well as publishers, researchers, 
funders, bibliometric and informatics experts, information 
innovators, librarians, journalists, policymakers, ethicists, 
scientific information disseminators.. The Ninth Peer 
Review Congress in Chicago featured presentations of 
new research into peer review and all aspects of scientific 
publication, bias, quality of reporting, and information 
access and dissemination. David Schriger moderated 
the session on Dissemination of Clinical Trial Findings. 
and collaborated on two projects presented as oral 
abstracts at the meeting.  

Hannah Spungen (2022) presented 
work she and David have been 
working on.

Hannah Spungen, Jason Burton, 
Stephen Schenkel, David Schriger. 
"An analysis of the history, content, 
and spin of abstracts of COVID-19-
related RCTs posted to the medRxiv 
preprint server and their published 
counterparts"
  
Christopher Jones, Amanda Adams, 
Benjamin Misemer, Mark Weaver, 
Sara Schroter, Hayat Khan, Benyamin 
Margolis, David Schriger, Timothy 
Platts-Mills. “Peer Reviewed 
Evaluation of Registered End-Points 
of Randomized Trials (the PRE-
REPORT study)”

Hannah Spungen and David Schriger were able to walk 
around Chicago and the Ravinia Festival.

The UCLA ED and Cardiology collaborative atrial fibrillation 
pathway project has progressed with assistance from Taylor 
James (2024), Reza Hessabi (2024), Dong Yao (2023), 
Torrence Tran (2025), Lynne McCullough (1998) and 
Richelle Cooper (1998) was presented at the 2022 
California Heart Rhythm Symposium.  

Judy Choe presented the UCLA torsion pathway “Code 
Torsion: Every Minute Counts” at the 
American College of Surgeons 2022 ACS Quality and 
Safety Conference.  

Michael Levine was appointed Associate 
Editor of Toxicology for the journal 
Wilderness and Environmental Medicine. 

Nate Coggins (2023) EMRAP 
dialysis disaster “Bleeding AV 
Shunt” segment with 
Britt Guest (2019)  
August 2022.

https://www.emrap.org/episode/emrap2022august/bleedingavshunt
https://www.emrap.org/episode/emrap2022august/bleedingavshunt


Congratulations to the team, the Network 
for Emergency Care Clinical Trials: 
Strategies to Innovate EmeRgENcy 
Care Clinical Trials Network (SIREN) 
grant renewal for the hubs were announced 
and UCLA was funded for another 5 year cycle. Our structure 
includes multiple PIs at UCLA (Kabir Yadav, Jeff Saver, 
Marianne Gausche-Hill, Sidney Starkman, Julianna Tolles 
and Richelle Cooper (1998)), and isub-Hubs at Cedars Sinai 
Medical Center, University of Colorado, UCSD, UCI and new 
member UNLV.  OVMC is now one of our core sites with 
Breena Taira and Jesus Torres.  Other hubs include 
(Chicago, Pittsburgh, WashU, Yale, Duke, Hopkins, Minnesota, 
Oregon Health, Temple, Virginal Commonwealth, Wayne 
State) and the Northern California Consortium with UC Davis 
and UCSF, called Norcares with Robert Rodriguez (1994) as 
Co-Pi for the hubs.  
UCLA residents and faculty can participate in the working 
groups - check your mednet email for information from Ileana 
Grunberg and Sid Starkman or contact Richelle Cooper.

Plaudits

Craig Goolsby (2008) while at Uniformed Services University 
(USU) in Bethesda, Maryland hosted a consensus conference 
about the healthcare response to mass shootings. The 
conference brought together a broad group of stakeholders 
including multiple federal agencies, surgeons, emergency 
medicine and the prehospital community. The main paper from 
this event describes consensus recommendations for 
healthcare response. The paper published in the Journal of the 
American College of Surgeons was also featured in the 
inaugural episode of the Journal of American College of 
Surgeons podcast “The 
Operative Word” 
Mass Shootings in 
America: 
Consensus 
Recommendations. 

The press release 
resulted in other 
interviews and 
podcasts including 
with JAMA. 

Liz Samuels received her first 
R01 grant from the CDC, for her 
project: Emergency department 
community health worker-peer 
recovery navigation for linkage 
to recovery: A

mixed methods evaluation.  The study will be 
conducted at Brown where Liz was faculty before 
formerly joining our group this January 2022, and is a 
sequential, mixed methods, type one hybrid 
implementation study of an emergency department 
community health worker peer recovery specialist 
program to evaluate program effectiveness and 
identify potential causal mechanisms of program 
effectiveness. 

Congratulations to Cat Weaver 
(2017) who was again awarded a 

grant from the CalBridge Behavioral Health Navigator 
Program to support continued Substance Use 
Navigators at both Ronald Reagan UCLA and Santa 
Monica UCLA Emergency Departments for another 
year. 

Jessica Faiz was awarded a $30,000 
Locally Initiated Project (LIP) 
grant through the VA Center for the 
Study of Healthcare Innovation, 
Implementation & Policy (CSHIIP) for 
her project "Assessing Disparities in 
VA TeleEmergency Care."  The 
overall aim of this proposed work is to 

assess user characteristics and utilization of the VA 
Tele-EC program, and to identify potential racial and 
ethnic disparities in utilization.

Congratulations to Sophie Terp 
(2012) who received her first RO1 - 
“Assessing the Impact of Enforcement 
of EMTALA on Access to, Disparities 
in and Quality of Emergency Care”. 
The goal of this project is to evaluate 
whether EMTALA enforcement is 

associated with changes in measures of access to or 
quality of emergency care for vulnerable populations.

https://theoperativeword.podbean.com/e/mass-shootings-in-america-consensus-recommendations-for-healthcare-response/
https://theoperativeword.podbean.com/e/mass-shootings-in-america-consensus-recommendations-for-healthcare-response/
https://theoperativeword.podbean.com/e/mass-shootings-in-america-consensus-recommendations-for-healthcare-response/
https://theoperativeword.podbean.com/e/mass-shootings-in-america-consensus-recommendations-for-healthcare-response/
https://www.facs.org/for-medical-professionals/news-publications/news-and-articles/press-releases/2022/clinicians-who-responded-to-recent-mass-shootings-release-recommendations/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2796698?guestAccessKey=0dbbdf37-c9ca-49a7-96e2-bad37c53c1c9&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=article_alert-jama&utm_content=olf&utm_term=092922
https://siren.network/
https://siren.network/


Evan Schwarz received theMissouri Medicine 
Service Award - this is the journal for the 
Missouri State Medical Association. 

Haig 
Aintablian 
(2022) was 
asked to 
model for figs 
scrubs 
(Check out the 
ad) for their 
Space campaign, 
photo shoot at 
Griffith 
Observatory. 

UCLA is 
featuring 
Haig in their 
PAC-12 
football 
commercial 
used during 
every game 
for the upcoming football 
season. 

He was the first highlight in 
“UCLA is Here” campaign 
highlighting the innovative 
training.  

At the ACEP 
Teaching 
Fellowship this 
summer, Caroline 
Humphreys (2021) 
presented her 
fellowship project and 
new education fellow 
Ashley Vuong 
(2022) and resident
AJ (Anna 
Jackanich) (2024) 
participated in the 
sessions.  

Laudations

Several residents 
demonstrated for 
better working 
conditions for all 
house staff.

If you want a little reality TV 
check out Bravo Below 
Deck Season 10.  
Touring around St Lucia on a super yacht 
includes our very own alumna Sam Kadera 
(2013) Tola Johnson (2012) and Hollie 
Sandlin (2014).

Look Who’s on Reality TV

Allison (Cousineau) Santi (2005)  
continues to be on the 
HEALtrafficking speakers bureau 
nationally.  She worked with a group 
of ACEP women physician leaders in 
trafficking on a TIPS grant to produce 
educational modules on human 
trafficking, now published and available for 
CME credit through ACEP.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfFegkwKbPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfFegkwKbPE
https://ecme.acep.org/diweb/catalog/item?id=9371046
https://ecme.acep.org/diweb/catalog/item?id=9371046


Matt Waxman (2007) 
continues to be a featured 
expert 
for Fox 
News 
in 
Depth.

Christian Hernandez 
(2015) was featured on 
an instagram live video 
post- a day in the life of 
for the Midwest LMSA 
during Hispanic 
Heritage Month.  
Check it out 
@lmsamidwest.

Priscilla Hanudel (2012) featured 
in numerous news broadcast, 
including 
KABC7 
news in 
Los 
Angeles.

Angelique 
Campen (2000) 
continues her 
instagram posts 
and public 
education. She 
has been featured 
on local news 
broadcast such as 
Channel 2 in Los 

Angeles discussing Monkey Pox, and also 
participating in Facebook live educational 
broadcasts sponsored Providence St 
Joseph.  She has also been on FOX 11 
news with Hal Eisner in Depth.  

Claudie Bolduc (2021) featured with 
Dr. Mark Siegel 
from NYU 
discussing care 
on the frontlines 

with COVID, Monkeypox, etc 
live on Sirius XM station 
Doctor Radio.  

UCLA 
homeless healthcare collaborative led 
by Cat Weaver (2017), and our former 
EM nurse Marcia Santini were featured 
in a UCLA news piece.   

She and Medell Briggs-Malonson 
were also featured in a UCLASpark 
Instagram posts. UCLASpark links to UCLA’s crowdfunding efforts. 

Anna Yap (2022) was 
featured in an ad 

campaign for California’s Proposition 
1 which enshrines reproductive rights 
into our state constitution. She posted 
a few behind the scenes looks of the 
hospital set during filming. She was 
featured in a day in the life video for 
the AMA during Women in Medicine 
Month, featured in a Medpage on 
daylight savings, and then featured 

in an interview and 
fireside chat about 
storytelling in medicine with a social 
media shout out from the CMA.  

Greg Moran (1992) was 
featured on a No on 29 
advertisement.  

In the Media

Anthony Cardillo (2006) 
continues to provide medical 
advice on KABC7 Los Angeles 
each week, discussing COVID and 
monkeypox and answering viewer 
questions.  
Including 
addressing 
issues of 
heat illness 
during the 
historic 
September 
heat wave 
in Los 
Angeles. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMVrePdfMlg&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMVrePdfMlg&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMVrePdfMlg&t=12s
https://connect.uclahealth.org/2022/07/21/ucla-homeless-healthcare-collaborative-brings-critical-services-to-los-angeles-unhoused-population/
https://www.instagram.com/uclaspark/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/uclaspark/?hl=en


Sara Crager (2015) launched her own 
educational website ICUedu.  She launched 
the site to further hone her teaching. This is 
education for all of us, it is not ICU care per 
se, in fact she aims to help us all be better 
at critical care and resuscitation when there 
is not an intensivist.  The site has core 
content lectures and podcasts.  Check it out!  

Several 
UCLA EM 
faculty, 
fellows and 
alumni led 
the SAEM 
consensus 
conference 
on racism 

in 2022 and 
subsequent report of the literature review.  Much to 
be done.  Great work Anna Darby, Hannah 
Janeway, Shamsher Samra (2017), Annette 
Dekker and Rose Diaz!

Kudos to our residents, fellows, faculty and alumni

Jake Lentz (2019) published 
a paper in EM News - about 
social media and the impact 
on patient anxiety.  

Matt Waxman (2007), Alan Chiem and OV Pharmacist Nikki Arab PharmD joined US Airforce 
Pararescueman and UCLA EM Alum David Haase (2002) for the 131st Rescue Squadron Annual 
Medical Update in Lake Tahoe California. Matt Waxman lectured on tropical diseases relevant to 
military deployments including malaria, typhoid and dengue. He also ran a trauma skills assessment 
station focusing on blast injuries. Alan Chiem taught hands on point of care ultrasound skills to the air 
force special operations community and lectured in physics. Nikki Arab lectured on antibiotic use 
during deployments and ran a skills station with David Haase on sepsis. 

David Talan (1986) reported 
on the COVERED study in a 
recent ACEP Now 
publication.

http://www.apple.com
https://journals.lww.com/em-news/Fulltext/2022/07121/First_Person__It_s_Time_to_Ask_Patients_to_Quit.2.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/em-news/Fulltext/2022/07121/First_Person__It_s_Time_to_Ask_Patients_to_Quit.2.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/em-news/Fulltext/2022/07121/First_Person__It_s_Time_to_Ask_Patients_to_Quit.2.aspx
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/acem.14601
https://www.icuedu.org/


At the Conceptos Conference in Santiago, Chile - 

Greg Moran (1992) - “Apendicitis: Antibióticos VS apendicectomía” or 
“Appendicitis: Antibiotics VS appendicectomy” and "Profilaxis posterior a la 
exposicion para ITS” or “Post-exposure treatment of STIs”

Sara Crager (2015) - “Al rescate del ventriulo derecho” or “Rescuing the 
Right Ventricle” and “No son sólo para modest: Alarmas del Ventilado” or 
“Ventilator Alarms: Useful Not Just Annoying!

Alan Chiem, George Lim, Kareem Agunbiade, and Amir Tabibnia taught 
ultrasound at the course.  

EM:RAP GO  with a teaching workshop.

Medell Briggs-Malonson
 - Hosted the first UCLA Health Biodesign TechQuity Accelerator Demo Day.  

Anna Yap (2022)
- Grand Rounds at Loma Linda University on the new 2023 EM Documentation Guidelines.   

Michael Levine: 
- At the Total Tox Course sponsored by the American College of Medical Toxicology, 

“Envenomations.”
- Guest Lecturer at the UCSF Division of Medical Toxicology “Bupropion and other Drug 

Induced Seizures.”
- For the American College of Medical Toxicology's Board Review Course, 

“Envenomations,” and “Metals and Metalloids.”
 
Sara Crager (2015)
- As part of EM:RAP GO Sara lectured in Brazil as part of “Teaching how to Teach” 

workshop
- At the ResusX conference she gave four lectures:  “Ventilator Alarms: Useful Not Just 

Annoying!,” “How to Pick Your Pressor,” "Reframing Our Approach to Shock,”  and 
“Unstable A-fib”  

Jackie Shibata 
- Taught at the two day ultrasound course at the Original EM Bootcamp conference 

in Las Vegas 

Look Who’s Talking

https://www.resusx.com/get-revolved-access
https://courses.ccme.org/course/embootcamp/ultrasound
https://courses.ccme.org/course/embootcamp/ultrasound


Natasha Wheaton held a 
key role at the DGSOM 
Class of 2026 White Coat 
Ceremony, leading the 
students in reciting the 
UCLA Medical Oath.  

Great Work!

Check out the new live streaming 
events on EM:RAP - UC Maximus 
for some great urgent care 
pearls and EM Grand Rounds, 
featuring many alumni including 
Mel Herbert (1995) and Britt 
Guest (2019). Viewer 
participation quizzes included.   

UCLA Minority Housestaff Organization has 
held several social events, opportunities for 
mentorship and allyship, and is providing 
new opportunities with pilot grants for 
research projects and travel grants.  Reza 
Hessabi (2024) is co-president, Chase 
Richard (2023) is part of the leadership of 
the Community Investment and 
Recruitment Committee, Daniela Alarcon 
(2025) is part of the leadership of the 
Health System Equity Committee, and 
Christian Hernandez (2025) is part of the 
leadership of the Community and 
Professional Development Leadership 
Committee.

Rose also noted a career day workshop for a local 
Girl Scout Troop. Almost all the girls were young 
Latinas who were so excited to hear about a career 
in medicine. 

Rose Diaz hosted a laceration repair workshop 
and career development talk at the Women in 
Medicine Conference sponsored by Mi Mentor at 
UC Davis in November 2022. 

WANTED: UCLA DGSOM 
Preceptor-Coaches 
Tahlia Spector (2005) is the Inaugural 
Director of the Longitudinal Clinical 
Experience (LCE) for UCLA-DGSOM, and 
she along with site Directors at our major 
affiliates actively recruiting UCLA EM Preceptor-Coaches as well as 
(IM, FM, and Peds) and Specialist Faculty to mentor and coach 3rd 
Year (post-clerkship) DGSOM students to become excellent 
diagnosticians and clinicians. Please contact Tahlia (or contact the 
newsletter editor and I will connect you)  if you are interested in 
molding the skills and professional identities of your future 
colleagues.  

mailto:RCooper@mednet.ucla.edu
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
https://medschool.ucla.edu/sites/g/files/oketem306/files/media/documents/UCLA-White-Coat-Program-Class-of-2026.pdf


Anthony 
Fredericks 
(2023) 
matched into 
the Hospice 
and Palliative 
Care 
Fellowship at 
University of 
New Mexico. 

Kenneth Kim 
(2025) was elected 
to the EMRA Board 
of Directors for the 
next two years as 
the new EMRA 
Director of Health 
Policy at ACEP.

Agatha 
Brzenzski (2023) 
matched into the 
Global Health 
Fellowship at 
University of 
Washington. She will spend the first 
year working in Anchorage, Alaska.  

Nate Coggins 
(2023) matched into 
the Hospice & 
Palliative Care 
Fellowship at 
University of Utah.

Niko Pascua 
(2023) 
matched into 
the 
Undersea 
and 
Hyperbaric 
Medicine 
Fellowship at 
UCSD.  

Dong Yao 
(2023) 
matched into 
the 
Informatics 
Fellowship at 
Stanford.  

Rose Diaz and Daniela Alarcon (2025) has been volunteering 
at Homeboy Industries to assist with tattoo removal.  

“No entity on the planet removes more tattoos than Homeboy 
Industries.  Tattoo removal is a free service provided to 
participants in the Homeboy Industries’ program (trainees), 

members of the Los Angeles community, and minors who have 
gang-related or visible tattoos located on the hands, neck, or 
face. This has proven to be one of the most popular and most 
critical services for former gang members. Primarily because 
visible tattoos can be a major obstacle making it difficult for many 
to secure employment.”

Ethan Forsgren (2023) 
matched into the newly created 
Fellowship that he is developing 
in Health Policy at Hennepin…
where he will further his 
research skill development and  
prehospital care expertise. He 
already has a project lined up and planned grant to 
implement and study community paramedicine.  

Anna Yap (2022) and 
Kenneth Kim (2025) 
were both guests on an 
EMRA*Cast podcast on 
resident unionization.  
Take a listen! 

Ariel Wu 
(2025) was 
elected to the 
California 
Medical 
Association 
Resident and 
Fellows 
Section (CMA-

RFS) District 4 Delegate, CMA 
Council member of the Council 
on Legislation and Council on 
Medical Services.

Way to Go!

https://open.spotify.com/episode/0gWi9Hn9XJmue9X1mQC75z?si=f18356c91a2945af
https://homeboyindustries.org/


Jada Roe (2015) is now Assistant Medical Director 
at a level 2 community ED.  She also works part 
time at the level 1 academic center and part time at 
a free standing ER. At the community ED they 
welcome  3rd year med students and she is the 
clerkship director for that too. Oh, and she is also 
the Ultrasound Director for the division.  (None of us 
who know her are surprised at how much she does 
or how exceptional she is at all that she does.) 

Knox Todd (1992) has 
spent the last 6 years 
living in Argentina and 
recently gained 
citizenship there.  He 
continues academic 
work in his area of 
interest following his 
departure from MD 

Andersen, and is the Editor-in-Chief for the 
journal Emergency Cancer 
Care. He is also the Editor 
of the textbook Oncologic 
Emergency Medicine: 
Principles and Practice, 
2nd Edition.   Chapter 71 
includes a posthumous 

contribution from 
Marshall Morgan. 

Knox has been making wine, the 
brand is Obra de Otros" (Work of 
Others).

Congratulations again to Craig Goolsby (2008) 
who officially started as 
Chief at Harbor UCLA-
EM September 2022.  

He also recently 
graduated from the Tuck 
School of Business at 

Dartmouth College with a Master of Health 
Care Delivery Science. 

Theresa Cheng (2021) was featured 
on a Meaningful Medicine podcast 
episode (out on both Spotify and 
Apple podcasts) on Infertility in 
Medicine.

Theresa was recently elected to be 
on the Board of the Andrew Levitt 

Center for Social Emergency Medicine. 
The Andrew Levitt Center for Social Emergency 
Medicine leads the transformation of emergency care 

to elevate the importance of home, 
community and society.  Theresa 
is currently completing her 
Skadden Fellowship at Bay Area 
Legal Aid where she has started Alameda County’s 
first and only medical-legal partnership for 
unhoused survivors of intimate partner violence. 

Carmen Wolfe (2015) is 
actively recruiting her first 
class of interns as program 
director of her new EM 
residency program  in 
Tennessee. The Tristar 
Emergency Medicine 
program and faculty have 
also been hosting medical 
student rotations.  

Kudos UCLA EM and Alumni

Parveen Parmar (2008), co-leader of the 
USC Gender Equity in Medicine & Science 
(GEMS), received the 2022 AAMC Group on 
Women in Medicine and Science Leadership 
Award for an Organization (Emerging).The 
Group on Women in Medicine and Science 
Leadership Awards recognize outstanding 
individual and organizational contributions to 
advancing women leaders in academic 
medicine and science. Since the first award 
in 1995, these prestigious awards have 
recognized over 30 individuals and 
organizations.

In separate news Parveen received a 
Research for Health in Humanitarian Crises 
grant to do work in western Myanmar on 
managing cardiovascular disease among 
those affected by conflict in Karen State in 
collaboration with 
Community Partners 
International. 

http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030671228
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030671228
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030671228
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030671228
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030671228
https://www.cpintl.org/
https://www.cpintl.org/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2lNXHCcjOE8vodiPPwkvP7?si=SZbnioU1SFKXXupT15DJzA
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/on-infertility-in-medicine/id1615882893?i=1000566466411
https://www.levittcenter.org/
https://www.levittcenter.org/


Congratulations to Priscilla 
Hanudel (2012) for being 
recognized by the California 
State Assembly as one of 
the Hispanic Heritage 
Month Community Leaders.  

Congratulations to 
Ilene Claudius (2002) 
who was awarded  
Outstanding Speaker 
at ACEP 2022 
Scientific Assembly in 

San Francisco.

BRAVO!
A Message from the President 
Valerie Norton (1995) started her Cal 
ACEP presidency in September, and she 
wants to highlight for all of us a number of 
new resources available on the Cal ACEP 
website just in the past 2 months: 

- A toolkit to help members thrive in 
the era of the new CPT codes 
coming in January, including 
examples of how to set up your H&P 
templates so you get credit for what 
you’ve done.

- A toolkit for medical students and residents on how to save 
money during training and early in your career.

- Resources on caring for children with respiratory illness 
during the current surge, from our PEM colleagues.

- A video of a webinar on ED-embedded Palliative Care, that 
aired on Dec. 14 and is available on the website—all about 
how having Palliative Care embedded in the ED improves 
patient care and saves hospitals millions of dollars.

Val would also like to encourage all alumni to come to Cal 
ACEP’s annual Legislative Leadership Conference in 
Sacramento on April 18, 2023, where they will lobby 
lawmakers in person on legislation that impacts emergency 
physicians. LLC is not only fun and educational, but there are 
great opportunities to socialize and network at the reception 
afterward. 

Any suggestions are welcome about advocacy Cal ACEP 
should consider. Cal ACEP is partnering with national ACEP on 
advocacy around the Medicare cuts, the outrageous 
implementation of the No Surprises Act and its dysfunctional 
IDR process, Anthem non-payment of level 5 charts, and many 
other issues. 

Joseph Chan (2015) is Medical 
Director of Beverly Hospital ED in 
Montebello which was honored to be 
named the 2022 Practice of the Year 
by Vituity.  Their ED group was 
selected from over 180 individual 
practice locations across the United 
States for their tremendous progress 
in operations and continual 
improvement in patient care that the 
department has consistently achieved over the past five years 
under Joe’s leadership.    

Congratulations to Wendy Lin 
(2002) who was 
recognized for 20 
years of service 
at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center.   

Congratulations to Zach Gray 
(2004) the new Chief Medical 
Officer at Torrance Memorial 
Hospital.

Congratulations to Tabitha 
Cheng (2018), finishing her 
pediatric EM fellowship and 
with her prior EMS fellowship 
she has combined both at a 
faculty position at Harbor 
UCLA.  

https://californiaacep.org/
https://californiaacep.org/


Thanks to the Los 
Angeles professional 
sports supporting 
healthcare workers 
and UCLA Health 
many took advantage 
of going to a Dodger’s 
games and LA Kings 
games.  

Updates from our partner site:  Antelope Valley Hospital has been rebranded as Antelope 
Valley Medical Center.  

Congratulations to Nicole Wojtal who has become one of the new partners, the first 
female partner of Antelope Valley Emergency Medicine Associates (AVEMA).  Nicole was 
born in Lombard, Illinois and completed her undergraduate studies at UC Berkeley (UCB) 
and then medical school with the joint UCB-UCSF medical program and completed her 
emergency medicine residency at UCSF Fresno. She completed the UCLA/AVH 
administration fellowship and has been working with us and at AV since.  Since joining us 
as a fellow her family has doubled with the birth of her son Neve 
and then subsequently her daughter Romi.  She is the Clinical 

Champion for the ED Bridge to Treatment grant at Antelope Valley. 
The grant employs a full time substance use navigators that facilitate MAT and other assistance 
to the patient. She is also a Clinical Implementation Leader for the CA Bridge Program. In this 
role I help support hospitals getting their MAT programs up and running through outreach, 
coaching, presentations and charismatic nagging. Fun fact about Nicole: She added UCLA as a 
"Place" on Google Maps and it has 110,000,000 views. 

Congratulations to Erik Akopian for also becoming partner with AVEMA.  Erik 
completed his residency at LAC+USC in 2018 and has since held positions in 
both community emergency medicine and academic medicine. He currently 
works at Antelope Valley Medical Center, where he has the opportunity to serve the community and 
teach residents on shift. As part of a group of ER physicians, Erik played a crucial role in introducing 
Emergency Ultrasound to Papua New Guinea. He has also served as a clinical professor at both USC 
and Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, where he received the Clinical Teacher of the Year award in 
2020. Currently, Erik is focused on understanding the nationwide crisis of emergency department 
crowding and developing systems to address the issue. In his personal time, Erik engages in activities 
such as meditation and surfing to maintain a clear and uncluttered mind. 

Mike Gertz starts his Cal-ACEP President-elect term in 2023.  He will be the 2nd 
Cal-ACEP President from AVEMA which is pretty rare from a single democratic group. 

Antelope Valley Medical Center was recently recognized as being the 9th busiest ED in the entire 
USA. Their volume has been coming back-- they recently saw 520 patients in a 24hr period!

AVEMA continues to have an excellent track record of scribes going onto medical school. Long 
term UCLA and AVEMA scribe, Pravin Krishna, started medical school this past fall!

AVEMA partner Malkeet Gupta (2006) and AVEMA scribes have been partners in a number of the UCLA research 
projects, including NEXUS.

More UCLA & Alumni News

Alumni - Do you have 
something to share with the 
UCLA residency and alumni 
family?  Email Richelle Cooper 
(1998). 

mailto:richelle@ucla.edu
mailto:richelle@ucla.edu


Thomas Hemingway (2006) has a new book 
“PREVENTABLE!  5 Powerful Practices to Avoid Disease 
and Build Unshakeable Health” coming out January 15th, 
and already available for pre-order.  Be sure to also 
follow his top-rated regular podcast Unshakeable 
Health.  

Looking for something to read?

Tom Solomon (2014) published his debut novel 
“A Field Within” 
available on 
amazon.  He has 
also launched a 
website 
tcsolomon.com if 
you want to 
connect with him.  

Todd Brown (2003) picked up 
some new hobbies during 
covid.  He learned to fiddle.  He 
also wrote a novel, “The Body 
in the Dam”.   If you like a 
murder 
mystery/
thriller, 

like a light 
cozy weekend read, that is 
what this is. Please give it a 
review and spread the 
word.  It is available 
wherever ebooks are sold, 
including Amazon.   

There are also some oldies but goodies if 
you did not know about other former alumni 
authors, you might check out Billy 
Goldberg’s (1996) books -  the first 
published in 2005 a #1 New York Times 
Bestseller, “Why do Men Have Nipples? 
Hundreds of Questions You’d Only Ask a 
Doctor After Your Third Martini.”  The 
second book also hit the #1 New York Times 
Bestseller list, 2006, “Why Do Men Fall 

Asleep After Sex? More Questions You'd 
Only Ask a Doctor After Your Third Whiskey Sour,” and the third book in 
2009 "Let’s Play Doctor: The Instant Guide to Walking, Talking and 
Probing Like a Doctor.”  You can tune in on SiriusXM DoctorRadio with the 
Ask Dr. Billy.  

Another national best seller, Antelope Valley Emergency Medicine Associate 
founding partner Mark Brown’s (1988) book, “Emergency!: True Stories 
from the Nation’s ERs.”

https://www.amazon.com/Nipples-Hundreds-Questions-Goldberg-Paperback/dp/B00DWWGGEM/ref=sr_1_3?crid=M5O6G018ITCF&keywords=goldberg+why+do+men+have+nipples&qid=1670708699&sprefix=goldberg+why+do+men+have+nippl,aps,455&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Nipples-Hundreds-Questions-Goldberg-Paperback/dp/B00DWWGGEM/ref=sr_1_3?crid=M5O6G018ITCF&keywords=goldberg+why+do+men+have+nipples&qid=1670708699&sprefix=goldberg+why+do+men+have+nippl,aps,455&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Nipples-Hundreds-Questions-Goldberg-Paperback/dp/B00DWWGGEM/ref=sr_1_3?crid=M5O6G018ITCF&keywords=goldberg+why+do+men+have+nipples&qid=1670708699&sprefix=goldberg+why+do+men+have+nippl,aps,455&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Men-Fall-Asleep-After/dp/0307345971
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Men-Fall-Asleep-After/dp/0307345971
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Men-Fall-Asleep-After/dp/0307345971
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Men-Fall-Asleep-After/dp/0307345971
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
http://www.askdrbilly.com/about.html
https://www.amazon.com/Emergency-True-Stories-Nations-ERs/dp/0312962657/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3ORQ4X5GO27W1&keywords=mark+brown+emergency+medicine+stories&qid=1670708859&sprefix=mark+brown+emergency+medicine+stori,aps,466&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Emergency-True-Stories-Nations-ERs/dp/0312962657/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3ORQ4X5GO27W1&keywords=mark+brown+emergency+medicine+stories&qid=1670708859&sprefix=mark+brown+emergency+medicine+stori,aps,466&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BM3YZY2C
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BM3YZY2C
http://tcsolomon.com
https://thomashemingway.podia.com/book
https://www.thomashemingway.com/podcast
https://www.thomashemingway.com/podcast
https://proofpointisolation.com/browser?url=https://www.amazon.com/Body-Dam-TB-Brown-ebook/dp/B0BGJW18ZB/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=the+body+in+the+dam&qid=1664490377&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjgwIiwicXNhIjoiMC4wMCIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ%253D%253D&s=digital-text&sr=1-2
https://proofpointisolation.com/browser?url=https://www.amazon.com/Body-Dam-TB-Brown-ebook/dp/B0BGJW18ZB/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=the+body+in+the+dam&qid=1664490377&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjgwIiwicXNhIjoiMC4wMCIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ%253D%253D&s=digital-text&sr=1-2


Not exactly caught on shift, 
but Alumni group sighting 
at the annual Verdugo Hills 
Hospital ED summer party -  
Verdugo Hills CMO 
Armand Dorian (2003), 
Verdugo Hills Emergency 
Department Medical 
Director David Tashman 
(1999), USC-KECK CMIO 
Gil Shlamovitz (2007) with 
husband Tomer and kids Maya 
and Ben our space medicine 
fellow Haig Aintablian (2022). 

Alex Daguanno 
(2022) and 
Lizzie Ferreira 
(2022) starting 
together at PIH.  

Anna Nguyen (2022) 
starting at O’Connor 
Hospital in Northern 
California… the same 
hospital where she was 
born.

Thanks to 
ultrasound fellow Erica Kiemele-
Giss for celebrating interns’ Aubrey 
Kelley (2026) and Alex Duong 
(2026) champagne taps and some 
great ultrasound teaching.  

Thanks to Carolyn Sachs 
(1994) for being our Wellness 

Officer. GRATEFUl for 
you.  Happy Teddy Bear 
Day September 9.  And, since 
Carolyn looks out for everyone else’s 
wellness she works many 

of the holidays 
and outfits the 
crew, brings 
treats and toys 
for kids. 

Not to be out 
done Alan 
Chiem, 
Anthony 
Fredericks 
(2023), Nate 
Coggins (2023), 
Chris Briones 
(2025) and Alex 
Duong (2026) also cleared the OV 
waiting room.  Maybe they could send 
some help to us at Reagan to clear the 
UCLA waiting room?

Ok not caught on shift, 
but caught in her new 
backyard. Chelsea 
Robinson (2022) has 
been enjoying rural 
medicine allowing her 
to connect with her 
patients and liven a 
wonderful community 
with the Sierra 
mountains in the back 
yard.

Joe Chan 
(2015) and 
Mike Casner 
(2017) caught 
at the annual 
Vituity 
Conference.  Joe is Medical Director 
at Beverly Hospital in Montebello 
and Mike is at Mount 
Sinai and Holy 
Cross hospitals in 
Chicago where he 
is also the Director 
for Quality 
Improvement.

Claudie Bolduc 
(2021)  and 
Cate Yaggi 
(2020) working 
together in 
Austin at Texas 

A&M Baylor, 
Scott & White Health System.

Eric Snyder (2008) in 
control at Tarzana.   

Caught on Shift

August 2022 and this 
amazing crew cleared 
the waiting room at OV. 
Way to go AJ (2024), 
Amanda Amen (2024), 
Zainab Ahmed (2024), 
and Melissa Baker 
(2026).

Welcome to 
the View!



Mike Casner 
(2017) is again 
planning to 
participate in and 
raise money for 

education, 
healthcare and research on HIV.   He 

is working towards the goal of $30K 
and working with a great team of friends. You 
can follow him on his planning journey on 
instagram (@the.other.doctor.mike), learn 
more about AIDS Lifecycle and the 545 mile 
bicycle ride from San Francisco to Los Angeles 
in June 2023 and you can link to Mike’s 

donation page in support of Mike who is team 
captain for team Boo Boo (team fundraising goal of 100K). 

Community Partners International 
(CPI) empowers vulnerable 
communities in Asia to meet their 
essential health, humanitarian and 
development needs. Founded by 
U.S. doctors (Tom Lee) and 
philanthropists in 1998, the 
organization has grown to serve 
more than one million people each 
year. The organization focuses on 
communities affected by conflict, 
violence, and 
displacement, in 
remote and 
hard-to-reach 
contexts, and 
marginalized 
through poverty 
and exclusion.

Refugee Health Alliance (RHA) was founded by 
Hannah Janeway and colleagues, and Matt Waxman 
(2007) is a member of the board and regularly travels to 
serve patient needs.  They provide including general 

medical and pediatric care, LGBTQIA+ care, prenatal and 
midwifery, women's care, acupuncture and naturopathic 
medicine, medical-legal services, services addressing social 
determinants of health, and dentistry. 

RHA continues to be the largest non-governmental provider of 
showers, medical, mental health, and midwife services for 
migrants and refugees in Tijuana, Mexico. Title 42 - the remain 
in Mexico policy blocking asylum seekers from entering the 
United States -  has left large numbers of Central Americans, 
Haitians, Africans and Ukrainians stranded in Tijuana. A 
number of residents and attendings have recently worked with 
RHA including Judy Choe, Matt Waxman, Cooper Akhus 
(2024), Cristina Villalpondo (2025), Cristian Hernandez 
(2025) and Agatha Brzezinski (2023) amongst others. 
Saturday outreach where RHA visits local 
shelters and the weekday stand clinic at 
Resistencia De Salud in Tijuana are 
ways to get involved. Please email Matt 
Waxman if interested.

Carlo Reyes (2003) foundation 
Health-e-Charity is partnering 
with the Manny Pacquiao 
Foundation to send a medical mission to the 
Philippines in February 2023.  Medical and non-
medical volunteers needed for the Philippines 
Medical Mission, February 2023. Email 
Payton@health-e-charity.org if you would like to 
volunteer.

Alumni & Charities - Consider Donating

The Oliver View 
Trauma Recovery 
Center (see page 
4) accepts 
donations.  Gently 
used clothing for 
adults and children, hygiene products 
and pantry items can be donated at 
the North Annex on the Olive View 
campus (14445 Olive View Dr, North 
Annex, Sylmar, California 91342).

Raven Harris, daughter of Lynne McCullough 
(1998) is a student visionaries of the year candidate 
for the leukemia and lymphoma society. She is raising 
money to help fund blood cancer research and 
treatments and would very much appreciate your 
support in the campaign. Donations won’t be 
accepted until the campaign begins January 19.  

https://www.refugeehealthalliance.org/
https://www.cpintl.org/
https://www.cpintl.org/
https://oliveviewtrc.org/
https://events.lls.org/calso/svoyla23/rharris
mailto:Payton@health-e-charity.org
https://www.aidslifecycle.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAyracBhDoARIsACGFcS6jEDiIpDQZlpATDYRMz_azwdWrryTzhtv2q6oDJU4i5AlDPemsfOsaAgBoEALw_wcB
https://giving.aidslifecycle.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.participant&participantID=1194
https://giving.aidslifecycle.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.participant&participantID=1194


Congratulations 
to Josh Troke 
(2015) who has 
had continued 
success as a 

television screenwriter.  He has a new 
script commitment that was picked up 
with penalty (which for us not in the 
know means the network or studio 
buys the pitch and guarantees to pay 
for at least a produced pilot or script, 
or else pay 
the writer 
an extra 
sum 
(penalty) if 
they 
decide not 
to go 
forward 
with the 
project.)

Annum Bhullar (2020) and Luiz Souza-Filho (2020) decided to no longer wait on pursuing 
their dream of travelling around the world. They started to take full advantage of the EM 
flexibility, stacking their ER shifts to half the month and spending the rest of our time living in 
different countries around the world!   Since Summer 2021, they have: honeymooned in 
Portugal, summited a volcano in Guatemala, snorkeled in Hawaii, went glamping across 
Colombia, visited family in Brazil, hiked the Annapurna Circuit in Nepal, ate at hawker stations 
in Singapore, roadtripped the western coast of Norway, lived through the summer heat wave in 
Hungary, rode camels in the desert in Morocco, backpacked the Salkantay Trek in Peru, 

learned to cook in Thailand, and visited family in Pakistan.  After flying into California to work 10 shifts in a 14-15 day 
period they realized they weren’t really living in California anymore.  So, they jobs on the Washington coast at a critical-
access hospital. At Willapa Harbor Hospital they can work 24-hour shifts which allows them to continue this fun travel-
lifestyle for a little longer. For 2023 they are planning on camper-vanning New Zealand’s South Island, safaris in South 
Africa, hiking the Tour du Mont Blanc, exploring autumn red forests in Japan, and village-hopping in Vietnam.   “It’s been 
an extremely rewarding experience becoming a physician for a small town. Patients can be surprisingly sick, there are 
challenges to not having immediate access to specialists, and everyone knows everyone... But having time to sit down 
with each patient, to discuss options and plans, to get to know one another (beyond a super rushed two-minute speedy 
interview to take care of your other 10 sick patients) has made us kinda fall in love with the practice of medicine again. I 
think our story just goes to show one of the best parts of Emergency Medicine: You can be a full-time ED physician and 
design your life in a way to still travel the whole world, or whatever else you want. We are 
having the 
absolute best 
time of our 
lives.”

Samuel (dad 
Josh Baugh 
(2019))

Rayun - (dad 
Wyatt Hong 
(2024))

Aspen (mom- 
Emily Huang  
(2013))

Check out these future UCLA EM clinicians sporting their UCLA onesie.  
Thanks to Jen Cassidy and Matthew Hill for the UCLA residency swag.  

Zoe  (mom 
Carolyn Gates 
(2014))

Stuart Goldfarb wrote 
the liner notes for the 
recent Micky Dolenz 
(aka of the Monkeys 
fame) 
album.  
Stuart 

still loves 
winter, the snow and 
skiing in Utah.  

More Alumni Kudos & News



Armand Dorian 
(2003) and family 
was featured in the 
local magazine.  

Jen Cassidy 
ran a half 
marathon in 
Portland 
Oregon. Way 
to go!  

Way to Go UCLA EM & Alumni

Kareem Agunbiade continues to book many comedy 
clubs when he is not 
attending and 
teaching our residents 
and students 
ultrasound.  

Christian Hernandez (2025) 
ran his first half marathon… 
two serious days of training 
and a ~7.45/mile pace.  
WOW! Classmate Kevin 
Mauerman (2025) cheered 
him on.  

Alan Chiem completed 
the American Cancer 
Society swim challenge.

Collette Wiseman (2012) 
launched a business 
extending the work she 
started with her website 
mamasmilkworks as a 
lactation consultant.  

Congratulations to Haig Aintablian 
(2022) for being awarded the Young 
Professional of the Year from the 
Armenian 
Professional 
Society.  

Eric Snyder (2008) who has his 
pilots license has been adding to 
his flying acumen and safety by 
working towards certification for 
IFR (Instruments flying rules) so 
he can fly safely in inclement 
weather. This additional training is 
a long process, but he has passed 
his first exam. 

Gil Shlamovitz (2007)  
“Is there a doctor on 
the airplane?”

Congratulations to Cameron Harrison 
(2021) for being selected as chief for his 
critical care research fellows group at 
Stanford.  

Pam Dyne (1995) singing with her 
brother’s group Hacienda Garage 
Band at Sagebrush Cantina in 
Calabasas as part of a fundraiser for 
a youth baseball team to go to a 
tournament in Cooperstown.

Aws Al-
Abdullah 
(2020) was 
recognized 
with a 
certification 
of 
appreciation 
from his practice group for the 
most intubations in 2022.  Way 
to go black cloud!

https://www.mamasmilkworks.com/


One of the many bonuses and luxuries of working at RR UCLA MC and our 
residency program is the ability to collaborate and mentor undergraduate and 
post-baccalaureate pre health students.  We have the long established 
Emergency Medicine Research Associate (EMRA) volunteer program who are 
essential to our research endeavors.

We want to celebrate them as the former department colleagues embark on their 
medical school careers this year and had their white coat ceremonies this 
summer.

Hopefully some of them will choose emergency medicine as a specialty, or at 
least return to UCLA for residency training in the future.  Congratulations to all of 
these amazing individuals!

Myles Chang - USC Keck, Akhil Paladugu - USC Keck,  Grace Yang -  Tulane,  
Rishabh Shah - USC Keck, Cliff Danza - UC Irvine, Madison Kipp - Loyola 
University Chicago, Jane Burgan -  Stony Brook, Timothy Kim - Albert Einstein, 
Davis (Junghyuk) Park - Virginia Commonwealth University, Soheib Ezubeik - 
The Ohio State School of Medicine, Wes Armstrong UCLA DGSOM-MSTP, 
Jacob Hershenhouse - USC Keck

We also had our former central information manager (CIM-scribe)  who started 
medical school this year: Beza Mengitzu at UCLA DGSOM-PRIME-LA/CDU-
MEP,  Esin Bulut - Florida Atlantic University Charles E. Schmidt College of 
Medicine, Tiffany Cao - UCSF,  Pravin Krishna - St. George’s University School 
of Medicine.

Also shout out to former CIMs who graduated medical school this year and 
started residency including: Roxanna Tabrizi - Internal Medicine resident at 
UCLA, Emily Xu - General Surgery resident at Baylor University, and Karen 
Bryan - Internal Medicine at University of Michigan.

White Coat Ceremonies & Match

Wes Armstrong 
- UCLA

Beza Mengitzu 
- UCLA

Akhil Paladugu, Myles 
Chang, Rishabh Shah - 
 USC

Soheib Ezubeik  
- The Ohio State

Esin Bulut - 
Florida Atlantic 

Jane Burgan - 
Stony Brook

Grace Yang - 
Tulane

Cliff Danza - 
UCI

Jacob Hershenhouse - 
USC

Timothy Kim - 
Albert Einstein

Madison Kipp - 
Loyola 

Davis Park - 
VCUEmily Xu - 

Surgery 
Residency at 
Baylor

Roxy Tabrizi - 
Internal Medicine 
Residency at 
UCLA

Karen Bryan - 
Internal 
Medicine 
Residency at 
University of 
Michigan

Tiffany Cao - 
UCSF
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